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World’s Best Performing Light Sensor/Proximity Sensor Uses Up To Five Times Less Board Space And Six Times Less Current
Intersil ISL29015 Comes in a Tiny, Clear 2mm x 2.1mm Package and Consumes Only 50 Microamps While Providing Ambient Light Sensing and Proximity Sensing Via Infrared Light

ELECTRONICA, Munich, November 10, 2008 – Intersil Corporation (NASDAQ Global Select: ISIL), a world leader in the design and manufacture of high-performance analog semiconductors, today announced the release of the ISL29015 Ambient and Infrared Light to Digital Converter with IR LED Driver. The device debuts as the world’s best-performing integrated light/proximity sensor.
Featuring the capability to sense ambient light as well as perform infrared sensing, the ISL29015 allows precise backlight and display brightness control while also enabling the applied design to utilize proximity estimates. The device is able to operate under harsh lighting conditions, such as under direct sunlight, or behind very dark glass.
The high integration and ultra-small size (2mm x 2.1mm) of the ISL29015 mean that designers can reduce the required footprint of a proximity sensing solution by a factor of five times versus current discrete solutions. In addition, the ODFN packaging of the ISL29015 is fully transparent, allowing for accurate, uncontaminated reading of ambient light.
The ISL29015 is also extremely power-conscious.  When actually sensing ambient light for brightness control and infrared for proximity, the device typically requires a supply current of only 50 microamps. This is up to six times less supply current than needed by other light sensing solutions.

The ISL29015 is the latest in a series of Intersil products that includes both an ambient light sensor and a proximity sensor. The Intersil ISL29020 Low Power, High Sensitivity Light-to-Digital Sensor with I2C Interface was announced earlier this month.
Pricing and Availability

The ISL29015 is available in a 6-lead ODFN package for $1.74 each in 1,00-unit quantities.
For more information on the ISL29015, please go to http://www.intersil.com/cda/deviceinfo/0,1477,ISL29015,0.html 
Note to editors: To view a high-resolution downloadable photo of ISL29015, visit Intersil’s photo room at: http://www.intersil.com/pressroom/photoarchives.asp.  
About Intersil’s Ambient Light Sensors
Intersil’s portfolio of light-to-analog and light-to-digital sensors provides the ideal method for monitoring ambient light for brightness control in computing and handheld devices. Intersil’s integrated IC light sensors have superior sensitivity and power consumption when compared to traditional stand-alone photodiodes, photoresistors and phototransistors. These devices can be used for power-saving control or in any application that requires backlight control, including mobile phones, PDAs, notebook computers, monitors, flat panel TV displays, keyboard backlighting, automotive cluster gauges, automotive panel displays, web pads and both video and still cameras. All of Intersil’s light sensors are compensated for drift over time and temperature and in addition to brightness control can be used for motion-sensing, intrusion-detection and various other industrial and medical sensing applications such as oximeters and blood glucose systems. To learn more, visit Intersil’s Display ICs page at http://www.intersil.com/display/.
About Intersil
Intersil Corporation is a world leader in the design and manufacture of high-performance analog semiconductors. The Company's products address some of the industry's fastest growing markets, including automotive ICs, flat panel displays, cell phones, other handheld systems, and notebooks.  Intersil’s product families address power management functions and analog signal processing functions.  Intersil products include ICs for battery management, hot-swap and hot-plug controllers, linear regulators, power sequencers, supervisory ICs, bridge drivers, PWM controllers, switching DC/DC regulators and power MOSFET drivers; optical storage laser diode drivers; DSL line drivers; D2Audio products; video and high-performance operational amplifiers; high-speed data converters; interface ICs; analog switches and multiplexers; crosspoint switches; voice-over-IP devices; and ICs for military, space and radiation-hardened applications. For more information about Intersil or to find out how to become a member of our winning team, visit the Company's web site and career page at www.intersil.com.
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