Intersil/University of Central Florida

Fab 54 Donation

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Intersil and the University of Central Florida (UCF) announcing today? 

Intersil will donate a high-technology semiconductor wafer manufacturing facility and the land it occupies to the University of Central Florida.

What is included in the deal?

The gift consists of 100,494 square feet (approximately 9336 square meters) of office space, manufacturing and cleanroom facilities that occupy a 5 acre (2 hectare) lot. 

What is the value of this donation?

The appraised value of the building and land is just over $13 million USD. 

What else is included in the deal?

To help ensure the success of UCF’s initiatives, Intersil has also agreed to pay for the first year of operating expenses, and to make repairs needed by the University. In addition, Intersil will provide certain utility services to the building for up to three years to enable essentially turn-key operations by the University.

How did this building become available? 

The wafer manufacturing facility was built by Harris Semiconductor in 1977 and has served as part of Intersil’s semiconductor wafer fabrication operations. It was shut down in 2009 after manufacturing was consolidated in another Intersil building.

What were some of the benefits Intersil realized by consolidating its physical operations? 

By consolidating operations and modernizing equipment, Intersil was able to streamline operations, save power, and reduce emissions. The plant slashed electric power use from 86,963 Megawatt hours (MWH) in 2005 to 52,545 MWH in 2009.  Carbon dioxide emissions were reduced by 40%.  City water consumption was cut by 79%. 

Will any Intersil jobs be lost as a result of this donation?
No. In fact, over the mid-to-long term it is highly likely that jobs may be created in the area. The University of Central Florida has visionary plans to use this facility as a hub for business and technology development in Brevard County and the surrounding area. 
What other benefits will Intersil realize from this donation? 

Intersil is proud to be associated with UCF. With more than 53,000 students, the University is the third largest institution of higher learning in the US. Intersil will benefit by having a large pool of talented, energetic, creative people working right next door.

What did Intersil use this facility for?

Known as “Fab 54,” the facility has been used to make integrated circuits for major government, defense and aerospace programs. The facility was also used to make analog and mixed-signal products for consumer electronics such as wireless and telecommunications equipment. 

Will Intersil continue to make advanced semiconductors in Palm Bay?

Absolutely. Intersil’s Palm Bay facility serves as one of the company’s major manufacturing locations.

How many people work at Palm Bay? 

Approximately 550 people are employed in Palm Bay in a variety of engineering, manufacturing and administrative functions.  

How many employees does Intersil have worldwide?

Approximately 1500. Intersil maintains sales offices and design centers worldwide. 
What is an integrated circuit?

An integrated circuit, or IC, is small chip that can function as an amplifier, oscillator, timer, microprocessor, or even computer memory. An IC is a small wafer, usually made of silicon, that can hold anywhere from hundreds to millions of transistors, resistors, and capacitors. These extremely small electronics can perform calculations and store data using either digital or analog technology.
Where are Intersil integrated circuits used? 

Intersil Corporation is a leader in the design and manufacture of high-performance analog and mixed signal (analog and digital on the same IC) semiconductors. The Company's products address some of the industry's fastest growing markets, such as flat panel displays, cell phones, notebooks and other handheld systems.
UCF FAQ

What is UCF’s vision for this new facility?

UCF is planning to use the building for a variety of purposes centered on training, research, particularly in sustainable energy, business development and, of course, education.

How did this vision come about? Is there a key individual or team propelling this project? 

When the company determined two years ago that it could streamline its operations and no longer utilize the building, then-Treasurer John Lisi approached UCF.  As an alumnus of UCF he became aware of the university’s tremendous growth and need for research space, especially for lab space for photovoltaic and related energy research, while attending an event at UCF’s Florida Solar Energy Center.  Lisi was contacted by MJ Soileau, vice president for research & commercialization at UCF who secured the university’s approval for the gift.  
What needs to be done to the building to make it useable by the university?

The building is in very good shape structurally.  It was designed as a clean room fabrication facility so all the infrastructure for a manufacturing operation is in place and operational.  The interior will have to be built out to meet specific usage requirements, i.e. classrooms, office space and specialized laboratories.
When do you expect to begin operations at the site? 
We expect to be operating out of the building by the end of the third quarter.  
How many people may be working/studying there?  
We have several major proposals in the works that would utilize this facility.  The number of people is dependent in part on the success of those proposals.  It could be as many as 300.     

